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¾ The Clean Water Act and Porter Cologne 

have generated alphabet soup!

¾NPDES Program

¾MS4 Permits

¾ TMDLs

¾MCLs and RWLs

¾WMPõs and EWMPõs

¾ $$$$$ - Oh my!



¾ 8 Distinct Watersheds (Santa Clara River, 

Santa Monica, Malibu Creek, Ballona 

Creek, Dominguez Channel, Los Angeles 

River, San Gabriel River, and Los Cerritos 

Channel Watersheds)

¾33 TMDLõs Incorporated into the LA 

County MS4 Permit

¾9 WMPõs

¾12 EWMPõs



¾Over 300 permanent CIMP monitoring 
sites (some phased in)

¾ $15M Spent to develop WMPs, 
EWMPs,CIMPs

¾ $10M annual cost for CIMP monitoring

¾ $20B over 20 years for implementing 
WMP and EWMP structural projects (not 
including MCMs, institutional controls, or 
admin costs to comply with the Permit 
(such as annual reports, ROWDs, etc.)



¾ In 3 watersheds ðLos Cerritos Channel, 
Lower San Gabriel River, and Lower LA River

¾ Los Cerritos Channel is our primary 
watershed with 4,803 acres, or 27.12 % of 
the watershed

¾ $1.014M estimated cost of implementation 
of our LCC, LSGR, LLAR WMP + 2 other TMDLs 
for FY14-15 thru FY 17-18 (four years), 
exclusive of construction projects

¾ LCC: 3 TMDLs plus 12 other priority pollutants



¾ The metals TMDLs and bacteria listing 
may be able to be resolved in dry 
weather by òdrying up the watershedó
üSource reduction through conservation 

programs

üDiversion of stormwater and urban runoff

üGreen street projects that infiltrate runoff

üProjects at parks, schools and open spaces

üBeneficial reuse of the water is added plus

¾Reduction of sediment as a transporter of 
pollutants



¾ Bolivar Park Water Capture and Reuse 
Project
ü$11 million fully funded by Caltrans

üComplete by mid 2018

¾ Mayfair Park Water Capture and Reuse 
Project
ü$15 million fully funded by Caltrans

üComplete in 2019

¾ The Bad News: based upon volume, we 
would need 70 more of these projects in the 
LCC WS!





Bolivar Park



¾ Caltrans statewide NPDES permit requires 

them to demonstrate compliance

üThey must achieve 1650 compliance units per 

year for 20 years at a cost of $176,000 per CU

üIf they support a project outside of Caltrans ROW 

or property, they get full credit at half price

¾ Only for projects that address TMDLs

¾ City can use local procurement rules and 

design standards



¾ On Reach Priority list

¾ Addresses TMDLs

¾ Project status

¾ Accept O&M costs

¾ Show Benefit to MS4 stakeholders

¾ Identify Caltrans run -off treated, if any

¾ Identify lead agency

¾ Describe the BMP to be built

¾ Identify number of acres treated, type of flow



¾Develop your project with Caltrans 9 key 
criteria in mind

¾Understand your commitment to O&M

¾Contact Caltrans HQ Watershed 
Management in Sacramento
üCon Kontaxis -

constantine.kontaxis@dot.ca.gov

¾Or Contact Richard Watson, Richard 
Watson & Associates -
rwatson@rwaplanning.com

mailto:constantine.kontaxis@dot.ca.gov
mailto:rwatson@rwaplanning.com






¾ SB 1298 (Hertzberg)
üDeals with issues created by Prop 218

üDefines òsewer serviceó to include stormwater

üProvides an option for water and sewer services 
to provide affordable services to low income 
households

üProvides a structure for water rates to encourage 
conservation by targeting extravagant water 
users

¾ Status:  6/29/16 Hearing - Assembly Local 
Gov



¾ AB 2594 (Gordon)
üSection 10561.7 is added to the Water Code, 

to read:

üNotwithstanding any other law, a public 
entity that captures stormwater, in 
accordance with a stormwater resource 
plan, plan and consistent with a municipal 
separate storm sewer system permit, before 
the water reaches a natural channel , as that 
term is used in Section 1201, shall be entitled 
to use the captured water.



¾ SB 485 (Hernandez) ðApproved in last 

session

¾Gave the Sanitation Districts authority to 

work with cities to accept stormwater 

flow

¾ First project is the Carson Project funded 

by Caltrans



¾ Clean Water, Clean Beaches Measure

üCounty wide parcel tax 

üDid not move forward, insufficient project detail

¾ City Managers & Electeds Steering 

Committee

üStudied lessons learned, developed work plan

üJoint effort through the LA Division of the LOCC 

and the CCCA

üPublished a report October 14, 2014

üNow following up with a work plan



¾Water Resiliency Work Plan
üNew approach driven by the BOS

üVarious county departments involved in their 
areas of expertise

¾Reports due at different stages of the 
effort
üInitial Evaluation

üFinancing Report

üTechnical Report

¾Hopefully a new funding source for 
Stormwater needs



¾WRDA Reauthorization

¾WOTUS

¾MS4 Watershed Based Permit standards

¾ Tax Exempt Municipal Bonds

¾ Safe Drinking Water Standards

üThink Flint, leadé.







¾ Legislators at all levels need to know the 
facts
üThey love real world, community based 

examples

¾ The public needs information to build 
support for projects and funding 
measures (local, county and state)
üThe public needs to know what our 

responsibilities are

üHow it affects our daily lives



�‡ Get your Public Works staff involved in 

legislative and regulatory advocacy!

�± Technical experts

�± Passionate about their area of expertise

�± Know firsthand what is needed in infrastructure

�± Real world examples

�± Understand how their city will be affected

�± Can help to sell programs and projects to the 

public

�± They will be great ambassadors for their agency


